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Dear LVC Year 9 Student, 
 
This is the time for you to make important choices 
about your future. We are asking you to choose your 
subjects to study over the next two years. These will 
lead to a range of qualifications and will provide you 
with opportunities and life chances when you leave LVC. 
It is more vital than ever that you leave school 
thoroughly prepared with the qualifications, skills and 
attributes required for further study or for the fast 
changing world of work and training. 
 
You will be studying five core subjects and we will ask 

you to choose up to five option subjects (with one reserve). The five option subjects must be 
chosen from the list at the back of this booklet. The school and your teachers have worked hard to 
ensure that you have the widest possible choice to allow you to choose a curriculum that is 
interesting, exciting and relevant to you and which will prepare you for the future.  
 
It is very important that you take the process very seriously and that you gather as much 
information as you can about the subjects you might be interested in taking. Read carefully all the 
information your teachers have given you in this booklet. You should make sure that you discuss 
your options with your parents, your teachers and your form tutor ς listen to good advice. Prior to 
the PSHE day, you will have an assembly which explains the options offer and process. On the 
PSHE day on Thursday 19th January,  you will be spending part of the day thinking about your 
future and learning about how to make good decisions ς work hard to develop these important 
skills.  Bring this booklet with you on that day. In the week starting Monday 23rd January, you will 
have assemblies given by each subject to outline the Year 10 and 11 courses ς listen well. Your 
subject teachers will also be telling you about their subjects in your lessons and you will have the 
chance to ask questions. You will then be completing the dry ς run of options which you will hand 
in to your tutor on Thursday 2nd February. During February, you will be having a mentor session 
with your form tutor or another member of staff, to discuss your option choices and your on-line 
PLAN IT work. On Thursday 23rd February, you and your parents will have the opportunity to talk 
to your subject teachers at a Parents and Options Presentation Evening. You can also access a very 
useful Connexions website at www.connexions-direct.com/whichwaynow, as well as additional 
options information on the college website at www.lvc.org . Think carefully about your options. 
You will need to complete the final options form and hand it in to your tutor no later than Friday 
16th March.  
 

¶ This is your choice.  

¶ Be guided by your parents and your teachers.  

¶ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ  

¶ This is your curriculum for the next two years and your  
stepping stone to your future.  

  

http://www.connexions-direct.com/whichwaynow
http://www.lvc.org/


 
 
Questions I should ask myself 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Your KS4 Courses 

Next year the core subjects you will be studying are: 
 

¶ English GCSE (and some will take an additional GCSE in English Literature) 

¶ Maths GCSE  

¶ Science GCSE(s) 

¶ Short course RE (worth ½ a GCSE) and PSHE 

¶ Core PE  

In addition you will be able to choose five further option courses.  

 

The English Baccalaureate 
 
[ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ .ŀŎŎŀƭŀǳǊŜŀǘŜΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ 
combination of qualifications which encourages students to study an extended core of broad academic 
subjects in Years 10 and 11.  
 
A certificate in the English Baccalaureate will acknowledge the achievement of students who gain  
A* to C grades in: 
 

¶ English Language GCSE 

¶ Maths GCSE 

¶ Double (Core and Additional) or Triple Science GCSE 

¶ Humanities - History or Geography GCSE 

¶ MFL ς French or Spanish GCSE 
 

Although the significance of this award is not yet fully known, we anticipate it may become a requirement 
for entry onto academic courses in higher education. Although this combination of subjects may not suit all 
our students, we would strongly recommend that you extend your core to incorporate the above subjects if 
you hope to go on to A levels or Level 3 Diplomas at 6th form.  
 
The Humanity and MFL subjects you opt for will take up 2 of your 5 options.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Who can I ask advice from? 

How is the 
subject 
examined? 

 
Do I need to find 
out about subjects I 
havenõt studied 
before? 

What subjects am I 
good at? 

Will I be better at 
coursework or 
exams? 

Are there courses / 
jobs I really want to 
do after LVC? How will I learn in 

the subject? 
 

Am I happy with 
my choices? 

Will the courses I 
have chosen 
prepare me for the 
future? 



Notes on some of your options 

A broad and balanced curriculum: You can choose any five option subjects from the list, but you should 
think carefully about selecting a balanced curriculum from across the range of subjects. As a rule of thumb 
if you have selected subjects from at least three faculty areas you will have a broad and balanced choice.  

BTECs are level 2 qualifications which means they are equivalent to GCSEs. The main difference between 
BTECs and GCSEs is in the way in which they are assessed. Instead of exams and coursework, BTECs are 
assessed continuously throughout the course. A BTEC PASS is equivalent to a C grade at GCSE, a MERIT is 
equivalent to a B grade and a DISTINCTION to one A/A* grade. Given the demand of continuous 
assessment, we recommend that students do not take more than 2 BTEC courses. Please note ς in the past 
one BTEC pass was equivalent to two GCSE grades, this will no longer be the case, it will worth the same as 
one GCSE.  

Science: Everyone will study science. For most students this will be a double award leading to 2 GCSEs. 
Some of you may be invited to follow a Functional Skills course alongside a single award science. You may 
also choose Triple Science as one of your options. This will mean that you sit three GCSEs in biology, 
chemistry and physics. 

Foundation Learning is a highly personalised programme which enables students working at or below Level 
1 to achieve a range of qualifications.  

Enterprise and Vocational Learning Skills is a Foundation Learning life skills course. It leads to a 
qualification which is equivalent to whole or part of a GCSE. 

Sports: If you select to study Sport / PE as an option, the PE department will recommend whether you 
should specialise in a GCSE PE or the BTEC course. This will depend on which one they believe will give you 
the best chance of success.  

Statistics: If you select Statistics / FSMQ option you may choose, with the support of the Maths 
department, to study for the Free Standing Qualification in Maths. This is an AS (level 3) equivalent course.  

Accelerated French ς we expect all our students in the Accelerated French groups to achieve an A* - C 
grade in French GCSE by the end of Year 9. If you do not achieve this, you will be required to take French as 
one of your options.  

Students who have studied GCSE French may be able to study Spanish GCSE. If you are interested in this, 
you should discuss it with Mrs Tate. 

The French GCSE taken at the end of Year 9, counts towards the English Baccalaureate.  

Advanced French: For those students who have been studying GCSE French in Year 9, you can opt for this 
course. You will gain an AS French qualification . 

Availability of courses: We will do our best to ensure that you are able to study your first 5 options, but this 
will not always be possible because of timetabling constraints. You may have to study your reserve choice, 
or choose an alternative option. If this happens we will talk to you to make sure that you are happy with 
the final combination of subjects. We cannot guarantee that all the courses listed on the option form will 
run. If there is insufficient interest in a course that you have chosen, we will have to reallocate your choices 
ς again we will talk to you if this happens.  

 
 
Vivien Corrie 
Deputy Principal - Curriculum 
January 2012 
 
 

  



 
 
Questions I should ask myself 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your KS4 Courses 

Next year the core subjects you will be studying are: 
 

¶ English GCSE (and some will take an additional GCSE in English Literature) 

¶ Maths GCSE  

¶ Science GCSE(s) 

¶ Short course RE (worth ½ a GCSE) and PSHE 

¶ Core PE  

In addition you will be able to choose five further option courses.  

 

The English Baccalaureate 
 
{ƛƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ¸ŜŀǊ ф tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
ŀǿŀǊŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ .ŀŎŎŀƭŀǳǊŜŀǘŜΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ 
students to study an extended core of broad academic subjects in Years 10 and 11.  
 
A certificate in the English Baccalaureate will acknowledge the achievement of students who gain  
A* to C grades in: 
 

¶ English Language GCSE 

¶ Maths GCSE 

¶ Double (Core and Additional) or Triple Science GCSE 

¶ Humanities - History or Geography GCSE 

¶ MFL ς French or Spanish GCSE 
 

Although the significance of this award is not yet fully known, we anticipate it may become a 
requirement for entry onto academic courses in higher education. Although this combination of 
subjects may not suit all our students, we would strongly recommend that you extend your core to 
incorporate the above subjects if you hope to go on to A levels or Level 3 Diplomas at Sixth Form.  
 
The Humanities and MFL subjects you opt for will take up 2 of your 5 options.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Who can I ask advice from? 

How is the 
subject 
examined? 

Do I need to find out 
about subjects I 
havenõt studied 
before? 

What subjects am I good at? 

Will I be better at 
coursework or exams? 

Are there courses / 
jobs I really want to 
do after LVC? 

How will I learn in 
the subject? 

 

Am I happy with 
my choices? 

Will the courses I 
have chosen prepare 
me for the future? 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

 
What will I study? 
 
You will work on three projects; two in year 10 and 
one in year 11.  Your teacher will guide you through 
each project and allow you increasing independence. 
You will have an opportunity to develop your skills in 
2D skills: painting, printing, drawing, collage, mixed 
media as well as 3D skills ceramics and many 
sculpture techniques. You will also analyse many 
artworks and artists. 
 
We try to start all projects with a trip to help inspire 
you. You will study printmaking using professional 
inks and equipment at the Curwen Print Study 
Centre. You will also have an opportunity to see and 
study artworks first hand in galleries such as the Tate 
Modern, the Fitzwilliam Museum and the Museum of 
Anthropology. 
 

 

Who will this course suit? 
 
The GCSE course suits students who are independent learners 
and who are organised and disciplined as all work produced from 
September in Year 10 is likely to be included in the portfolio. 
 
You will need  
¶ to have a good level of artistic ability 
¶ to be enthusiastic about trying new ideas and techniques  
¶ to be willing to visit galleries and research information about 

artists in your own time 
¶ not to be afraid to make mistakes 
¶ to be happy to work with increasing independence. 

 

How will I be assessed? 
 
You will be assessed through 
Coursework and an Exam. Your 
coursework will consist of a 
Personal Portfolio, which is worth 
60% of your marks.  This is made up 
of everything we do in class and 
your homework (3 projects). The 
Exam is worth 40%. You will be 
given a theme and approximately 
half of a school term to prepare for 
the 10 hour exam taken in the 
spring term of year 11. 
 
All work is marked according to the 
ŜȄŀƳ ōƻŀǊŘΩǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ǿŜƛƎƘǘŜŘ 
marking criteria: 

¶ Research and ideas on art 
and artists 

¶ Development of ideas / 
experimentation 

¶ Record images, information 
and ideas 

¶ Produce your own work but 
linked to your research and 
development 

 
Your sketchbook work is a central 
part of Coursework and Exam work. 



Where can I go with this qualification? 
 
You could go on to take an AS, A level, GNVQ or Diploma in 
Art & Design or a related subject. You could specialise in a 
particular area, such as photography or fashion, you could 
study for a National Certificate or National Diploma in Art & 
Design.  
 
You may wish to do a GCSE in Art & Design for its own sake; 
many students employ their Art experience and skills for 
enjoyment and fulfilment in whatever they do in the future. 
You might wish to pursue a career where you will need to 
use some of the skills developed during this course. These 
might include careers in such fields as advertising, 
marketing, design, architecture, publishing and the media. 
 
Colleges are aware that a student with a higher grade on Art 
& Design must have good research and communication 
skills, as well as being a strong independent learner.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
  

 
 
 

 
  

 
Exam Board & Specification 
 
Edexcel Art & Design 2AD01 

Specification: 
http://art.edexcel.org.uk/home/news/revised-spec.htm 

Student Guide: 
http://art.edexcel.org.uk/VirtualContent/298318.pdf 
 

http://art.edexcel.org.uk/VirtualContent/298318.pdf


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

What will I study? 
 
The BTEC Firsts in Business have been designed to address the needs of Level 2 learners in key areas, 
including interpersonal skills and customer service. Learners have the opportunity to develop skills to 
support 
them as they build relationships with a wide variety of customers internal and external to a range of 
business 
environments. Specialist areas also include: 

¶ finance, both personal and business, together with bookkeeping, which supports development 
of basic 
financial principles 

¶ working in business teams and team leading 

¶ business support or administration, which supports development of practical administration 
skills including 

¶ office systems and equipment, meeting support and filing systems 

¶ personal selling, which helps learners to understand the personal selling process 

¶ aspects of business on-line and how this can support businesses to develop opportunities 

¶ enterprise and business start-up 

 

How will I be assessed? 
 
This course leads to a BTEC qualification and is a non-examined, modular course. You will achieve an 
Extended Certificate in Business by completing and passing the two core units and a selection of 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ǳƴƛǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀŘŘǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ мул ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ D/{9Ωǎ !-C. 
 
You will be assessed on your portfolios for each unit; these will include written evidence, practical 
write ups, evidence of research and a good understanding of the workplace environment. The 
assessment could include a combination of reports, presentations, video, posters, observations and 
other time constrained evidence. 

 



 

Who will this course suit? 
 

BTEC Extended Certificate in Business is 
designed to enable you to develop skills in 
enterprise, communication and ICT and will 
suit you if you have a keen interest in a 
business related qualification.  
 

It will also develop an understanding of how 
businesses operate on a day to day basis, 
which will be of benefit in future 
employment or further study.  
  
This course is suitable for candidates of a 
wide ability range. 
 

 
Where can I go with this qualification? 
 
If you are interested in a career in business or starting 
your own business, then this course will provide you 
with a basic level of understanding.  
 
It will also develop the skills necessary in further 
education including BTEC Level 3 Business Management, 
!ΩƭŜǾŜl Business Studies or Level 3 Diploma in Business 
Administration and Finance. 
 
This qualification also enhances your opportunities for 
gaining part-time work during holidays or post 16 
education in a related subject area. 
 

Exam Board & Specification  
 
Edexcel BTEC Extended Certificate in Business    www.edexcel.com  
 
Specification:  
http://www.edexcel.com/migrationdocuments/BTEC%20Firsts%20from%202010/BF02176_Firsts_Business.pdf 

How does it follow on from what I have 
learned before?  

You will use skills you have learnt in 
enterprise activities through KS3, especially 
in the mini-enterprise in Year 9.   

It will allow development of your skills from 
your enterprise, marketing and work related 
learning in Design Technology. 

http://www.edexcel.com/
http://www.edexcel.com/migrationdocuments/BTEC%20Firsts%20from%202010/BF02176_Firsts_Business.pdf


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

What will I study? 
 
Dance is an exhilarating and exciting way to convey ideas, stories and emotions through 
movement. It is a powerful and creative way of expressing yourself and your ideas. 
 
GCSE Dance enables students to further their skills in this creative field. You will study various 
aspects and styles of dances including choreography (solo, duo & group) performance skills, 
dance analysis, vocabulary and stage craft.  Pupils will enjoy learning how to choreograph and 
develop their performance skills.  
 
You will enjoy this GCSE if you like music, making up dances and watching different 
performances.   
 
The course will be run under the direction of professional teachers from the Lane Academy. Our 
ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ-confidence, to strengthen dance technique and to enthuse and 
inspire students to achieve their full potential. 
 
The course is made up of 4 units of work which cover: 
 

¶ Critical Appreciation of Dance (Unit 1 ς 20%)  Written Paper 

¶ Set Dance (Unit 2 ς 20%)   Solo Performance 1-1½ minutes long 

¶ Performance in a duo/group (Unit 3 ς 20%)  

¶ Choreography (Unit 4 ς 40%) where you will compose two dances for your final 
assessment one of which must be a solo, the other can be a solo, duo or group piece. 

Who will this course suit? 
 
It helps if students have had some prior dance 
experience but it is not essential. Much of the 
course is practical and so requires a high level of 
commitment, and enthusiasm.  
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
Pupils will have mock assessments in year 
10 for their completed components and a 
mock written paper.  During Year 11 
students will be assessed as below: 
 

¶ Unit 1: Written Paper ς 1 hour in 
duration 

¶ Unit 2: Set Dance ς Externally 
Assessed 

¶ Unit 3: Duo/Group Performance 
Piece ς Controlled Assessment in a 
Performance Evening. 

¶ Unit 4: Choreography Components 
- Controlled Assessment in a 
Performance Evening 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Where can I go with this qualification? 
 
Once students have completed this course they have a number of options available to them. Many 
of the local sixth form colleges are now offering AS and A Level Dance and of course, Performing 
Arts. 
 
Dance diploma and degree courses are now on offer at a rapidly increasing number of colleges and 
universities and these courses offer a wide range of subjects within Dance and Theatre. There are 
also many independent Teacher Training Courses offered locally. 
 
The study of Dance encourages students to be dynamic, confident and highly motivated. We work 
hard to increase fitness, improve posture and develop imagination and artistry. We are looking 
forward to developing these skills with pupils from Linton Village College in the future. 
 

Exam Board & Specification 
 
AQA Performing Arts: Dance 3231 
 
www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gcse/perf.php  
 
QAN: 100/1096/8 
 

How does it follow on from what I have learned 
before?  

At KS3 students have started to study some of the 
key aspects of dance. During this course students will 
have the chance to look at various different styles of 
dance, they will learn how to analyse and 
choreograph their own work.  
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/qual/gcse/perf.php


 
 

 
 

 

 

What will I study? 

GCSE Drama is all about 
understanding what it is like 
to put yourself in somebody 
else's shoes. You will play 
many parts in different 
imaginary situations. You will 
have the opportunity to 
create your own work as well 
as look at plays written by 
other people.   

 

 

Who will this course suit? 

You will enjoy this course if you want to study a subject that is both 
practical and creative. No previous experience is necessary but you 
may have done some acting before or helped out backstage on a 
production. You may have always wanted to have a go at making a 
play, performing or operating the lights but never had the chance. 
You will enjoy this course if you appreciate working as part of a team 
as Drama involves a lot of group work.  It requires and will help 
develop skills such as concentration, creativity, confidence, 
collaboration and compromise. 

 

How will I be assessed? 

Unit 1 HOLOCAUST The Drama GCSE enables students to devise a Drama based on the Holocaust and an 

additional theme that is given by the teacher. The first unit equates to 30% of the Drama GCSE course. 

Students create a documentary response to a six-hour practical workshop. The recommended word count is 

2000 words. The marks for the 6 hour practical and the write up are equally spilt- 15% practical and 15% 

theory. Unit 2 TOO MUCH PUNCH FOR JUDY AND LIVE THEATRE CRITIC The second unit permits students 

to work from a Play Text ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƻƻ aǳŎƘ tǳƴŎƘ ŦƻǊ WǳŘȅΩ ōȅ aŀǊƪ ²ƘŜŜƭƭŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǳƴƛǘ ŜǉǳŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ол҈ ƻŦ 

the Drama GCSE course. Students create a documentary response to a six-hour practical workshop based on 

the play text. The recommended word count is 1000 words. The second section of this unit is different to 

unit 1. Students become a theatre critic and create a documentary response to live theatre. The 

recommended word count is 2000 words. The total word count for this unit is 3000 words. Unit 3 DRAMA 

PERFORMANCE Students set up a theatre company and create a performance to an external examiner 

appointed by Edexcel in May. The final unit equates to 40% of the overall GCSE course mark. 

 

Year 10 performance 
Ψ{ŜŎǊŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƘŀŘƻǿǎΩ !ǳǘǳƳƴ нлмм 

 



Where can I go with this qualification? 

There are many things you can go on to do with a GCSE in 
Drama. If you are unsure about what to do next, the best 
thing to do is to speak to your Drama teacher who will 
know about the choices on offer.  
 
You could go on to take an AS or A level in Drama and 
Theatre Studies, or a Vocational A level in Performing Arts 
or a BTEC National Certificate or Diploma in Performing 
Arts or Performance Design and Technology.  
 
You may wish to take a GCSE in Drama for its own sake, 
perhaps to form the basis of a future interest or as part of 
a range of other subjects. Or you might wish to go into a 
job where it is useful to have had experience of Drama, or 
where you will need to use some of the skills developed 
during this course.  These might include careers in such 
fields as retail,  
travel and tourism, sales and marketing or any career that 
involves meeting people face to face.  
 
The study of Drama can help you develop transferable  
skills which you can take into any career or job.  

 

Exam Board & Specification 
 
Student Guide:   
http://www.edexcel.com/migrationdocuments/GCSE%20New%20GCSE/GCSE09-
Drama.pdf 
 
Specification:  
http://www.edexcel.com/migrationdocuments/GCSE%20New%20GCSE/Edexcel%20GCSE%202009
%20Drama%20-%20Spec.pdf 

 

How does it follow on from what I have 
learned before?  

GCSE Drama follows on from drama work 
that students will have done at Key Stage 3 
(years 7- 9). Students will develop their 
improvisation and acting skills to a higher 
level. They will also look at plays in more 
detail and look at different ways of 
bringing a script alive on stage. 

http://www.edexcel.com/migrationdocuments/GCSE%20New%20GCSE/GCSE09-Drama.pdf
http://www.edexcel.com/migrationdocuments/GCSE%20New%20GCSE/GCSE09-Drama.pdf
http://www.edexcel.com/migrationdocuments/GCSE%20New%20GCSE/Edexcel%20GCSE%202009%20Drama%20-%20Spec.pdf
http://www.edexcel.com/migrationdocuments/GCSE%20New%20GCSE/Edexcel%20GCSE%202009%20Drama%20-%20Spec.pdf


How will I be assessed? 
 
This course leads to a BTEC qualification and is 
a non-exam, modular course.  You will achieve 
the BTEC Certificate in Engineering by 
completing and passing all the course units.  
This is equivalent to one GCSEs A-C if you opt 
for the Single Engineering and two for the 
double option. 
 

If you wish to extend the qualification, you 
can, in the double option, study towards the 
BTEC Diploma in Engineering completing all 
eleven units, which is equivalent to four 
GCSEs. 
 

You will be assessed on your practical work; 
your understanding of how you prepare to 
work in an engineering environment; your use 
of correct safety procedures and your 
understanding of the administration 
associated with the workplace. 
 

Your evidence for assessment will be products 
you produce; written explanations of your 
activities and understanding; photographic or 
video evidence of achievement and teacher 
observation. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

What will I study? 
 
You will complete at least five modules using a range of engineering equipment and tools.  All the 
modules will be based on practical activities backed up by evidence produced using ICT. 
 
The course units are: 
 
¶ Working Practices in Engineering 
¶ Using and Interpreting Engineering Information 
¶ Engineering Maintenance Procedures and Planning 
¶ Selecting Engineering Materials 
¶ Selecting and Using Secondary Machining Techniques to Remove Material 

 
Each unit will have its own specific learning outcomes, which will be delivered in a variety of ways: class 
work, discussions, site visits, visiting experts, supervised practical, research and others. 



  

Who will this course suit? 
 
If you are interested in a career in 
engineering or a similar industry you will find 
this course ideal.  It is a specialist, work-
related qualification for the engineering 
sector, providing education and training 
specifically in the areas of electronics, 
maintenance and manufacturing. 
 
If you are thinking of an apprenticeship in 
engineering, it is an excellent introduction.  
You could also have extra industrial 
experience through a young apprenticeship 
scheme.  This will entail a modification to 
your curriculum time to allow contact with 
engineering companies by working at their 
premises and engaging in work related 
activities. 
 

Where can I go with this qualification? 
 
You can go on to do any course relating to 
Engineering at third level and prepare for a 
degree course. 

 

Exam Board & Specification 
 
EDEXCEL - Edexcel Limited  
 
Specification: 
 
http://www.accreditedqualifications.or
g.uk/qualification/50075779.seo.aspx 
 
QAN No: 500/7577/9 
 

 

 

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?  

You will already have worked with metal in year 9 but the course is designed to deliver basic skills and 
develop an awareness of how a workshop functions. 

 

http://www.accreditedqualifications.org.uk/awarding-body/Edexcel+Limited.seo.aspx
http://www.accreditedqualifications.org.uk/qualification/50075779.seo.aspx
http://www.accreditedqualifications.org.uk/qualification/50075779.seo.aspx


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

What will I study? 
 
You will be studying English Language and 
English Literature which are inter-related 
GCSE courses leading to two separate 
qualifications. The course will enable you 
to write in a range of styles and genres, 
adapting your style and language to 
different contexts, audiences and 
purposes. You will also learn how to read 
actively through the study of a variety of 
texts including novels, plays, prose and 
non-fiction. English is about 
communication so, obviously, speaking 
and listening skills are very important. 
You will have a range of exciting 
opportunities to develop your skills of 
presenting, role playing, discussing and 
listening ς this will include assessments in 
real-life contexts. In addition, you will also 
undertake a Spoken Language Study 
which allows you to explore and explain 
how we use language when we speak. 
 

Who will this course suit? 
 

All students at LVC will study English Language and 
English Literature, although there will be an option for 
a minority students to sit the combined qualification of 
GCSE English at the end of Year 11. The texts studied 
allow you to experience the richness of English, Welsh 
and Irish literary heritage as well as some of the best 
writing from around the world. Studying English at 
GCSE provides you with key skills necessary for 
succeeding in education and the workplace; moreover, 
it offers exciting and sometimes shocking insights into 
the world around us. 
 

Where can I go with this qualification? 
 
9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ [ŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ΨǇŀǎǎǇƻǊǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΩΥ 
you require a C or above to go onto most 
vocational, sixth form, college and 
university courses. Plus, it allows you to 
demonstrate the level of your skills to 
potential employers in an increasingly 
competitive job market. For those of you 
with a passion for reading, thinking, 
writing and debating, a high grade in 
English Language and English Literature 
will help you to move onto A Level English 
Language and/or Literature as well as 
equipping you for subjects such as 
Psychology, History, Media and Film and 
many more. In English you learn how to 
articulate your ideas clearly and 
convincingly ς any future study or career 
will recognise the importance of English at 
GCSE. 
 

How does it follow on from what I have learned 
before? 
 
From your first word in English to the last film you 
watched, and all the books you have read in between, 
you have already developed skills in reading , writing, 
speaking and listening. GCSE English Language and 
English Literature follow on from the progress you 
have made in Key Stage 3 and many of the activities 
will feel both familiar and challenging. 
 



Exam Board & Specification 

The ENGLISH LITERATURE  Course AQA 4710 
 
The ENGLISH LANGUAGE Course AQA 4705 
 

QAN: 500/7918/9  

 
How will I be assessed in English Literature? 
 
Both English Language and English Literature are assessed by examinations and controlled assessments. 
 

GCSE English Language 
 

Assessment Percentage 
of GCSE 

Extended reading: response to a text e.g. drama, 
poetry, prose or non-fiction 

Controlled assessment 
3-4 hours 

15% 

Creative writing: produce two original pieces of 
writing 

Controlled assessment 
3-4 hours 

15% 

Speaking and listening: undertake three activities 
demonstrating skills of presenting, role playing, 
discussing and listening 

Controlled assessment 
 

20% 

Spoken Language Study: explore and explain how 
spoken language is used 

Controlled assessment 
2-3 hours 

10% 

Reading: show understanding of how meaning is 
constructed through words, sentences and 
structure 

Examination 
1 hour 

20% 

Writing: adapt the style and language of your 
writing to a range of forms, media, contexts, 
audiences and purposes 

Examination 
1 hour 

20% 

 
English Literature 
You will study a range of drama, poetry and prose texts, from Literary Heritage and contemporary writing, 
from England and around the world. There are a range of options for how you are assessed on each of these 
texts. However, controlled assessment will account for 25% of the GCSE (3-4 hours) and examination will 
account for 75% (3 hours). 
 
Controlled assessment 
Controlled assessments are similar to the coursework tasks that GCSE students have completed in previous 
years: you will prepare, plan and complete it in lessons. The main differences are that you will only complete it 
ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ take it home, and that there is a time limit.  You will be able to have notes 
with you and texts if it is a reading assessment. They will be formally supervised, which means they will be 
completed without discussion, like an exam. 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What will I study? 
 
The Enterprise and Vocational Learning Skills leads 
to an Award of Personal Effectiveness ( or CoPE the 
more advanced Certificate of Personal 
Effectiveness) is a nationally recognised 
qualification available at Levels 1 and 2. The level 1 
qualification is approved as eligible for use in 
Foundation Learning. It can accredit many of the 
imaginative and diverse activities undertaken by 
learners, both inside and outside of school. Pupils 
complete 6 curriculum credits worth of challenges 
in areas such as: 

¶ Information Handling 

¶ Home Management 

¶ Health and Survival 

¶ Careers and Work Experience 

¶ Sport and Leisure 

Pupils are expected to develop their Personal, 
Learning and Thinking Skills.  Pupils will have 
opportunities to demonstrate their learning through 
planned visits, which may include to Cambridge, 
London, Bassingbourn Barracks a Careers 
Conventions and a local a Sports Centre. Pupils may 
also undertake basic First Aid and Road Safety 
training at Alconbury Driving Centre. AoPE can also 
accredit work experience placements in Year 10. 
 

Who will this course suit? 
 
Enterprise and Vocational Learning Skills does 
not involve exams or ΨŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎΩΦ LŦ 
you prefer pieces of work broken into smaller 
and shorter stages this may be for you. Some 
additional support may be available in class. You 
will have to be able to work together with other 
pupils and be able to take responsibility for 
maintaining an up-to-date and tidy portfolio. It 
is also an expectation that pupils are willing to 
undertake out-of-school visits in a trustworthy 
manner. 

 

How will I be assessed? 
 

To achieve AoPE pupils must 

¶ Complete 6 and 12 for CoPE (Certificate of 

tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎύ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎΩ 

worth of challenges  

¶ Develop and demonstrate personal 

effectiveness skills through the curriculum in 

the chosen student book  

¶ Use  AoPE recording documents to show that 

they have met the criteria for at least four 

assessment units in Working with Others, Team 

Working, Planning and Reviewing Learning, 

Dealing with Problems in Daily Life, Carrying out 

Research, Group Discussion, Planning and giving 

a Presentation, Developing Self 

Pupils build up a Portfolio to demonstrate their 
skills. Evidence may be in the form of written work, 
photos, signed witness statements, presentations. 

 
Exam Board & Specification 
 
www.asdan.co.uk/awards.php 
 
QAN: 500/9553/5 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where can I go with this qualification? 
 
Asdan Award Schemes allow you to focus on key skills ς 
numeracy, working with others, problem solving, 
communication, improving your own learning.  These key 
skills are recognised and considered very important by 
further education colleges and employers. 
 
You may progress to Silver Award (GCSE equivalent) or even 
Gold Award.  Asdan Award schemes may be continued at 
further education colleges or delivered by other providers, 
for example, the Youth Service. 

 

How does it follow on from what I have learned before?  

You will have covered many of the basic areas of 
investigation in other lessons.  You can use your prior skills 
and knowledge to take on challenges.  ICT skills and the 
ability to draw on wider experiences whilst outside the 
classroom may be of particular advantage. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

What will I study? 

Geography is about the relationship between people and the planet we live and depend on.  Geography deals with 
real problems in the real world and we try to make decisions that will help the world be a better place in the 
future.  The idea of sustainability runs through 4 Key Themes: 

Rivers and Coasts 

¶ Rivers - the features of rivers, the hydrological cycle and flooding.   

¶ Coasts - coastal landscapes and attempts to control erosion. 
Population and Settlement 

¶ Population ς population structure, growth and migration.  

¶ Settlement ς changing land use in cities and the provision of goods and retail services. 
Natural Hazards 

¶ The distribution, cause and effects of earthquakes and volcanoes, tropical storms and drought.   

¶ How people can affect the impact of natural hazards. 

Economic Development 

¶ The development of countries and aid. 

¶ The location of economic activities and how the environment is affected, e.g. tropical rainforests and 
climate change. 

 
The skills in geography are based on handling data (information). You will learn how to identify and describe 
features, patterns and relationships and to suggest explanations for them.  You will also develop the skills required 
to make decisions, solve geographical problems and carry out your own independent enquiries. 

How will I be assessed? 
 

All candidates carry out three units: 
 

1. Sustainable Decision Making (25%) 
This is a 1 hour written paper, sat in January of Year 
11.  It tests the ability to apply ideas from one of the 
Key Themes (above) and uses a resource booklet 
issued 3 weeks in advance of the exam. 
 

2. Geographical Enquiry (25%) 
Students carry out 2 tasks set by the exam board, 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΩ 
conditions in Year 10 and Year 11 

a) Fieldwork focus (36/60) ς a report is written 
based on primary data collected during 
fieldwork, e.g. Walton-on-the-Naze in the 
Summer Term of Year 10. 

b) Geographical Investigation (24/60) ς a smaller 
piece of work based on secondary data that can 
be presented in a variety of forms in the Autumn 
Term of Year 11. 

 

3.Key Geographical Themes (50%) 
This is a 1 hour 30 minute written paper that must be 
sat at the end of Year 11.  It tests the knowledge and 
understanding of the three remaining Key Themes 
(not tested in the Sustainable Decision Making unit). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Who will this course suit? 
 
You will enjoy this course if you want to study a 
subject that 
¶ is relevant to the world you live in now, and 

to the future 
¶ encourages you to discuss current affairs and 

issues in the news 
¶ focuses on the environment and 

sustainability 
¶ involves practical work outdoors 
¶ is studied through investigation, not just 

listening and reading 
¶ develops a full range of skills that will be 

useful in other subjects you study, and in 
employment. 

 

Where can I go with this qualification? 
 
A GCSE in Geography is a stepping stone to a whole 
range of future opportunities. The skills you develop 
will support you in further studies and employment. 
 
A good grade at GCSE will help you move on to any AS, 
A level or vocational A level course in Geography. If 
you enjoyed your Geography GCSE, you might want to 
continue with this subject, or study a related subject. 
Biology, Geology, Environmental Science, Government 
& Politics, Economics, Travel & Tourism and Leisure & 
Recreation all have close links with some of the 
material you studied for this GCSE. 
 
Alternatively, you may wish to consider a work-related 
course like a BTEC First or National Award. 
Employment opportunities where your geographical 
skills will be particularly valued include journalism and 
media, the law, engineering, business management, 
ICT, environmental management, teaching, economic 
planning, marketing, leisure, recreation and tourism. 

Exam Board & Specification 

QAN No: 500/4538/6 

OCR Geography B J385 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcsefor
2009/geography_b/  

http://www.ocr .org.uk/Data/publications/key
_documents/GCSE_Geography_B_Spec.pdf  

How does it follow on from what I have learned 
before?  

You have already developed a range of relevant 
skills and knowledge from your study of 
geography. These will be of great help in GCSE 
geography. The GCSE course will take you further. 
It will introduce you to new skills and new places 
and new ideas. You will also be able to apply what 
you are learning and understand more about how 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǎƘŀǇŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴΦ 
 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcsefor2009/geography_b/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcsefor2009/geography_b/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Data/publications/key_documents/GCSE_Geography_B_Spec.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Data/publications/key_documents/GCSE_Geography_B_Spec.pdf


 

  

What will I study? 
 
The course is divided into 4 units: 

- Communication in health and social care 
This unit is about appreciating and developing good communication skills.  Care workers need to be 
able to communicate effectively with their clients and colleagues. 

- Ensuring safe environments in health and social care 
This unit covers health and safety legislation, hazards in health and social care and factors that 
influence the health of individuals. 

- Human lifespan development 
This unit concerns human development from birth to later adulthood.  Many care workers deal with 
people of all ages.  It is important for students to understand the key aspects and influences on 
human growth and development. 

- The impact of diet on health 
This unit covers the dietary needs of individuals at different stages of life, the specific dietary needs 
of patients and service users and the principles of food safety and hygiene. 

 

Who will this course suit? 

This course would suit those students who are thinking about 
working in one of the care sectors; health care, social care or 
early years care. Students do not require any previous 
experience.  
 
The course is assessed by assignment work. It would 
particularly suit those students who enjoy project-style tasks. 
All students will be expected to take responsibility for their 
own learning and must be willing to work independently and as 
part of a team, demonstrating self - motivation and initiative. 
 
Taster sessions will take place before your final options are 
returned.  To find out more or to discuss the subject further, 
please see Mr Hall or Mrs Pullin. 

How will you be assessed? 

In Health and Social Care you do not have to sit an examination.  The assessment is based on coursework.  
Throughout the two years, the students will be given a series of projects and assignments that are all 
based on realistic workplace situations, activities and demands. These will be assessed by the teacher. 
¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊ ƘŜǊ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƎǊŀŘŜΦ  
The BTEC Extended Certificate is the equivalent of one GCSE grades A to C.  Students will be awarded the 
qualification at Pass, Merit or Distinction level. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where can I go with this qualification? 

The aim of this qualification is to give students an insight 
into working in care. It is hoped that most students will 
move on to further education in this area, either taking a 
BTEC National Diploma in Early Years, Social Care or Health 
Studies. These qualifications can be taken locally and are 
nationally recognised Level 3 awards (equivalent to AS or A 
levels). 
Local colleges also offer other vocational qualifications 
related to the care sectors. 
Some students may choose to use this qualification to 
support their progression into employment within the care 
field.  
¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ōǊƻŀŘŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
the job roles available in the care sectors. 

Exam Board & Specification (inc. web links)   
www.edexcel.org.uk/VirtualContent/93355/specificationC  
www.edexcel.org.uk/VirtualContent/FC_HSC_st_guide.rft  
 
Useful Web Sites. 
www.bbc.co.uk/health/fitness        www.nhscareers.nhs.uk        www.wiredforhealth.gov.uk 
 
QAN: 100/4065/1 

 

How does it follow on from what I 
have learned before?  

Most students will not yet have thought 
a great deal about the world of work. 
However, they will have covered many 
topics relating to health in science, food 
technology and PSHE. This knowledge 
will be developed further and discussed 
in a vocational context. 

file://5416-lvcdc01/personal/staff/BarrattJ/Data/options/www.edexcel.org.uk/VirtualContent/93355/specificationC
http://www.edexcel.org.uk/VirtualContent/FC_HSC_st_guide.rft
file://5416-lvcdc01/personal/staff/BarrattJ/Data/options/www.bbc.co.uk/health/fitness
http://www.nhscareers.nhs.uk/
file://5416-lvcdc01/personal/staff/BarrattJ/Data/options/www.wiredforhealth.gov.uk



