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Topics covered 
 

 

Assessments 

 

Year 10 
 
This first year of the two year course deals mainly with acquiring the 
underpinning knowledge and skills that are essential as a Product Designer.  
Skills and knowledge that will assist you in the controlled assessment and 
written paper.  They are: 
 

 Theoretical knowledge 

 Paper/card plus at least one other material 

 Design issues such as sustainability, packaging, human factors, etc 

 Manufacturing, both school based and commercial methods 

 Designing and making skills 

 Drawing and modelling skills 

 Analytical skills 

 ICT skills 

 Hand, machine and CAM production methods 
 

Alongside lessons on theory and focused practical tasks you will start your 
controlled assessment.  By the end of year 10 you will have explored your own 
design brief, completed and analysed research to inform your work, created 
and modelled design ideas, tested ideas to arrive at a final design which you 
then plan the manufacture of and order materials ready for September.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Year 10 
 

Controlled assessment – this assessment is your personally chosen and 
tailored design project and will continue until the end of year 11.  This is worth 
60% of your final grade. 
 

Mock exam – this will be in the summer term and will simulate the real exam.  
We will use this not only to calculate accurate targets but also so that we can 
plan more focused revision to prepare you for your real exam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 11  



Year 10 & 11  -  Product Design Curriculum Plan 

 

2 | P a g e  
 

Year 11 
 
Much of the second year of the course is dedicated to manufacturing the 
outcome of the controlled assessment.  You will manufacture this final piece in 
time to then gather consumer opinions, test the piece against the brief and 
specification, and evaluate the result.  As in year 10, the controlled 
assessment will be delivered alongside theory lessons and focused practical 
tasks.  The controlled assessment will complete leaving time to focus lessons 
solely on preparing for the final exam. 
 
You will receive pre-release material from the exam board which will give you 
an insight exam design topic, allowing you to prepare for the design section of 
the exam which counts for 25% of the paper mark.  Coverage of the rest of the 
exam topics will be through lesson schemes of work.  Past papers will be used 
so that you can practice and get a feel for the examination. 
 

 

Controlled assessment – this is continued from year 10. 
 
Mock exam – as with the mock exam in year 10. 
 
Terminal Exam – this is your final exam in the summer term and will count to 
40% of your final grade. 

 

 
Home enrichment opportunities 

 
www.technologystudent.com – Great for homework, coursework and revision. 
 

Design Museum London – (Near London Bridge) Shad Thames, London, SE1 2YD 
 

100% Design – Exhibition 22-25th September – Earls Court, London 
The London Design Festival – 17-25th September – Several locations in London so check out the website. 
 

University Exhibitions – Whether thinking about designs degrees or not it is worth seeing the design work exhibited by design students at the end of their 
courses (usually May-June).  For example ‘Goldsmiths’ & ‘Kingston’ both part of the ‘University of London’, Loughborough, Nottingham and many more. 

 

 

http://www.technologystudent.com/

